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- Ovarian cancer
“drug being tested
~ at Scottsdale site

‘Hospital, TGen
Clinical Research are
expanding the study

By JULIE JANOVSKY
TRIBUNE |

A new cancer drug- being
“tested at Scottsdale Healthcare
is the latest weapon medical re-
searchers are using in their fight
agaifist ovarian cancer. '

.Often called a “silent killer,”
-ovarian cancer strikes approxi-
mately- 20,000 women in the
U.S. annually, claiming the lives
of roughly 15,000 per year, ac-
cording to the Ovarian Cancer
‘National Alliance, a national
cancer education and advocacy
group.

As health advocates- help
women learn what they need
to know about the disease this
month — designated national
ovarian cancer awareness month
.— Scottsdale Healtheare, in
partnership with TGen Clinical
Research Services, is spreading
the'word about the new cancer
treatment drug that is showing

promise in prehmmary testlng
The  experimental
CBP50], in its first phase of

testing, is helping make tumors
‘more susceptible to chemo-

therapy treatment, especially in
women with ovarian cancer, said

Dr. Raoul Tibes, director of the

hematologic malignancies pro-
gram and assistant investigator
at TGen Clinical Research Ser-
vices at Scottsdale Healthcare.
Tibes said ovarian cancer

,patlents who have taken part
in early clinical testing of the

drug have responded so well
that Scottsdale-Healthecare and

TGen Clinical. Research Ser-

vices are expanding the trials to
accommodate 'an additional 10
qualified patients with ovarian
cancer.

“If it holds true in addjtlonal
patients, (the dmg) could poten-
tially becomie a treatment option
for patients with ovarian can-
cer;” said Tibes regarding the
first wave of early trials which
began at Scottsdale Healtheare
a little more than a year ago. |

Scottsdale Healtheare and
TGen Clinical Research Servic-
es are the only medical entities

drug,
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in Arizona to offer the experi-
mental drug in trials to ovarian
cancer patients; said Tibes.
Meanwhile, as national ovar-
‘ian cancer awareness month is
in full swing, health advocates

-are alerting the pubhc to the
symptoms of dvarian cancer —

symptoms that can easily mimic
other common ailments.

The key, said Michele . Av-
ery, an ovarian cancer survivor

and administrative assistant at

-Scottsdale. Healthcare, is how

persistent the symptoms are.
“Women need to be their own

advocates and know what is not

normal for them,” said Avery, 40,

-stressing early detection, as in

her case, is the best way to have
the greatest chance of survival.

For additional information
about the ovarian cancer study,
call (480) 323-1339.
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. TREATMENT:
Christi Carter,
a pharmacy
technician,
prepares
drugs for
a chemo-
therapy
session for a
client at the
Virginia G.
Piper Cancer
Center at
‘Scottsdale
Healthcare.
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Ovarian cancer symptoms

Persistent, nearly daily:

* Bloating

- Pelvic or abdominal pain

- Feeling full quickly while eating

+ Frequent urge to urinate

- Fatigue-

« Menstrual irregularities

+ Pain during intercourse

- Constipation .

Source: Ovarian Cancer National Alliance



